The 2008 Farm Bill Campaign

Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (SAC, now merged with and called National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition (NSAC)) achieved significant victories in the 2008 Farm Bill, its fourth federal farm bill campaign. These gains build upon a twenty-year history of policy groundwork carefully laid by the farmers, rural activists, university partners, and non-profit leaders who have been a part of the SAC family. 

Through the hard work of its coalition members, their networks, the D.C. staff, and our congressional champions, SAC secured billions of dollars for land stewardship and hundreds of millions of dollars for new farmers, new markets, organic producers, rural entrepreneurship, and public research. Properly implemented with vigorous oversight, our wins in the 2008 Farm Bill will have real, on-the-ground impact for farmers and ranchers and help to generate a healthier, more equitable food and farm system for consumers. 

Our wins in the 2008 Farm Bill will:
· Support environmental enhancement through incentives for natural resource stewardship that promote clean water, improve soils, increase biodiversity and wildlife habitat, conserve water and energy, and mitigate greenhouse gas production;

· Improve local food systems by increasing locally-produced agricultural goods, farmer-to-consumer direct marketing, new local food infrastructure, and farmer-based value chains, while providing resources for rural people and communities to leverage entrepreneurial spirit, creativity, and opportunities;

· Support beginning farmers' entry into sustainable farming and ranching livelihoods through training, technical assistance, conservation support, and increased access to credit and land for beginning, women, and socially disadvantaged producers;

· Support organic agriculture through increased funding for organic research, organic certification cost-share, conversion assistance, and promoting crop insurance equity; and
· Increase fairness in agricultural markets through a new livestock title, which includes provisions to make agriculture markets more competitive and production contracts fairer. 

At the same time that the 2008 Farm Bill takes steps forward, it also fails on several fronts. It did not adopt serious crop subsidy reform, effective protection against "sodbusting" of native ecosystems or more far-reaching reform to restore competition in livestock markets. Even with SAC's farm bill wins, family farmers and rural communities will continue to face serious challenges. There is much work still to be done, and we must effectively build upon the policy advances that we made so they can be springboards toward even greater changes to federal farm policy in the future.
In the coming year, much of our attention will turn from the legislative campaign on the farm bill to the second and equally important phase of the effort to reform federal policy: rulemaking and implementation at the Department of Agriculture and funding and appropriations for new and continuing programs in Congress. 
Child nutrition and crop insurance legislation will soon be upon us with preparation for the next farm bill not far behind, and with your continued support and partnership, we'll be ready to address these challenges. Over the next several years, we will continue to build the capacity of grassroots organizations around the country to inform and equip farmers, rural advocates, and food activists with the tools they need to participate in the policy-making process. We believe this is the only way that we can effectively remove policy barriers and craft new federal farm legislation that will keep small and mid-sized family farmers on the land, protect and conserve the environment, and promote rural prosperity. 
Article reprinted from the Annual Report of the Sustainable Agriculture Coalition of which The Network is a member. (www.sustainableagriculture.net/)
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